From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Oct 9 19:21:20 1994 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Date: Sun, 9 Oct 1994 14:37:31 -0700 

Message-Id: <199410092137 .0AA01021@sasha.ucsc.edu> 

Subject: A funny story about Curtis LeMay and boatanchors 


Air Force Flight Test Center, Edwards AFB, circa 1962: There was occasionally 
a need to test things that involved having an airplane get beyond VHF/UHF 
radio range of a ground station. So they used HF. The ground station had 

to be portable. It consisted of a 20 year old set of TCS equipment that 
somebody had dug up somewhere. Performance was pretty 

terrible, usually resulting in loss of contact between the airplane and 

the ground station. 


My boss decided a good solution to the problem would be to use commercial 
SSB gear for the ground station; and in particular he had in mind the 
Collins S/Line and the item (KWM-2?) that you could get with a suitcase 
for portability. The only problem was to convince the colonels above him 
that commercial ham radio gear was the thing to buy - the name "Collins" 
didn't mean anything to them. 


As luck would have it, an issue of CQ magazine came out about that time 
having on the cover a photograph of Curtis LeMay in full uniform, along with 
some young ham and some kind of ham gear. It didn't matter that the gear 

in the picture was not the Collins S/Line; the colonels wouldn't know the 
difference anyway. My boss took the magazine up to the colonels, showed 
them the magazine, and said, "This is the kind of equipment I propose we 
buy." He had all the necessary approvals in a matter of minutes! 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Oct 9 02:28:32 1994 
Date: Sat, 8 Oct 94 19:22:48 HST 

From: jeffrey@math. hawaii. edu 

Message-Id: <9410090522 .AAQ8034@cruncher.math. hawaii. edu> 
Subject: drilling glass 


Gang, 

Anyone ever drilled through glass? I run a long wire into the shack 
and rather than using a board to feed the antenna wire through I 
was considering drilling a very small hole through the bedroom 
window. Only one hole will need to be drilled since 

I run the outside ground wire to the outside of the window 
frame, and all my interior ground wires to the inside of 

the frame, so the frame itself acts as a grounding bulkhead. 
Thus, I only need to drill a single hole through the window. 
(yes, the outside ground wire is disconnected during inclimate 
WX!) 


Just received a complimentary copy of DOTS AND DASHES from 
someone on the net; this journal is for the OT landline 
telegraph ops. Apparently these folks have a telephone 
network set up so they can hook up their telegraph sounders 
and keys and have landline QSO's - they're using today's 
telephone lines to emulate the telegraph lines of yester- 
year! Amazing. This journal is the voice of the MORSE TELE- 
GRAPH CLUB, INC. organized 1942. If anyone is interested 
contact R.A. Iwasyk, 12350 W. Offner Rd., Manhattan, IL 
06442. They speak American Morse. 


73 from Beautiful Hawaii, 
Jef£ NH6IL 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Oct 9 04:11:38 1994 
From: haynes@cats.ucsc.edu (Jim Haynes) 

Date: Sun, 9 Oct 1994 00:00:02 -0700 

Message-Id: <199410090700.AAA28705@sasha.ucsc.edu> 

Subject: Re: drilling glass 


There's some interesting stuff about drilling a small hole through glass 

from no less than Charles Babbage. There was a time in his life when he 

had a carriage built that he could live in, sorta the 19th century equivalent 
of an RV or camper shell. He traveled all over Britain and Continental 
Europe visiting manufacturing places. (Try that today, when every 
manufacturer has its trade secrets behind locked doors, and if it isn't 

trade secrets it's fear of a visitor getting hurt and suing.) He then wrote 
a book about the "economy of manufactures", more or less an industrial 
engineering book before there was such a thing as industrial engineering 

(and before he became better known for his Analytical Engine). 


I don't have his book here, so I can't quote him, but he said something to 
the effect that he could often get into a shop by asking the machinist if 
he knew how to drill a hole in a piece of window glass. The machinist 
would say of course he did, and would proceed to demonstrate whatever he 
thought would work, usually breaking several panes of glass before giving 
up. Then Babbage would show him how to do it. As I recall, the technique 
was to put something like a center punch point-up in a vise, have someone 
hold the glass over it, and then put another punch point-down right over 
the first one. Tapping on the upper punch would soon make a little hole 
through the glass without breaking the sheet. He recommended everybody 
(in his social class) learn this little trick as a way of gaining friendship 
and respect from machinists. 


If you get really stumped write again and I'll go to the library and 
see exactly what Dr. Babbage had to say. Meanwhile, I wouldn't try it 
on your window until you practice on some scrap glass first. 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Oct 9 05:00:32 1994 
Date: Sat, 8 Oct 94 21:24:27 HST 

From: jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu 

Message-Id: <9410090724.AAQ8047@cruncher.math. hawaii. edu> 
Subject: re: drilling glass 


The title of that book is ON THE ECONOMY OF MACHINERY AND 
MANUFACTURES by Charles Babbage written in 1832; ISBN 
number is TJ153.B12. Sounds like very interesting reading! 


Jeff NH6IL 


From owner-boatanchors@gnu.ai.mit.edu Sun Oct 9 14:09:09 1994 
Date: Sun, 9 Oct 1994 10:22:41 -0700 (PDT) 

From: M G Laubach <matt@efn.org> 

Subject: Re: drilling glass 

Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.90.941009101306.6407A-100000@efn.org> 


On Sat, 8 Oct 1994 jeffrey@math.hawaii.edu wrote: 


Gang, 

Anyone ever drilled through glass? I run a long wire into the shack 
and rather than using a board to feed the antenna wire through I 
was considering drilling a very small hole through the bedroom 
window. Only one hole will need to be drilled since 

I run the outside ground wire to the outside of the window 
frame, and all my interior ground wires to the inside of 

the frame, so the frame itself acts as a grounding bulkhead. 
Thus, I only need to drill a single hole through the window. 
(yes, the outside ground wire is disconnected during inclimate 
WX!) 


VVVV VV VV VV VV OV 


It would probably be easier to go under the window sill or install a 
window lock and to keep the window jambed open a crack. I solved this 
problem using the former method. When they installed my new double pane 
windows, I didn't replace the trim underneath the sill, so I was left 
with a half inch crack under the window. I filled it with insulation, 
which kept the cold weather out. It works fine, and when I want to add 
more antennae, I have more than enough space to fill. 


Drilling glass would be highly NOT recommended because all of the stress 
of the cable running through would eventually break the window. You 
would also not be able to seal it very well. 


matt@efn.org 


